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It took no consideration at all!  I knew immediately at the Sustainability Workshop in 

May 2007 that I wanted to include Sustainability concepts on the syllabus for EDUC 356 

Integrated Methods in Early Childhood Education: Language Arts, Social Studies, 

Expressive Arts for Fall 2007.  What I didn’t know at the time was that I would have the 

opportunity to include Sustainability concepts on the syllabus for EDUC 354 Integrated 

Methods in Early Childhood Education: Science, Mathematics, Health for Spring 2008.  

Both of these courses are methods courses for Early Childhood Education majors, and, in 

my teaching of both of these courses, students work with young children at Hildebrandt 

Child Learning Center on Montage Mountain.  In this way, the Sustainability concepts 

that were discussed with professors in the Sustainability Workshop in May 2007 were 

passed along not only to University of Scranton ECE students but also to the young 

children with whom they worked. 

 

In April-May of 2007, an Early Childhood practitioner and I co-piloted a six-week 

integrated unit on Sustainability concepts in a local primary school with 100 children in 

grades Kindergarten and Second Grade.  It was this hands-on field work with young 

children that I shared with the ECE students in both methods classes.  From the concepts 

I presented, the ECE students did research on Sustainability for their own lessons and 

applied what they learned in delivering this content to the children. 

 

The lessons that the ECE pre-service teachers designed for young children introduced the 

children to “That big science word: Sustainability!”  As they taught the children about 

recycling, pollution, and saving trees, they recited poems and sang songs like those 

shown below.  The syllabi for the two methods courses follow. 

 



 

 
 



 



University of Scranton 

Education Department 

 

Departmental Course Syllabus 

 

EDUC 356 

Integrated Methods: ECE Language Arts/Social Studies/Expressive Arts  

Fall 2007 

 

Class Day, Time: M-W, 3:00-4:40PM Instructor: Dr. Gloria Tansits Wenze 

Location: MGH 126    Office & phone: MGH 123; (570)941-6124 

Credit Value: 4 credit hours   Office hours:  M-W 12:00-12:45PM 

         4:45-5:30PM 

E-mail: wenzeg2@scranton.edu 

 
The PROFESSIONAL EDUCATOR AS SCHOLAR/DECISION-MAKER is a model developed by the Education Department of the 

University of Scranton to describe their philosophy and practice regarding the preparation of professionals - teachers, counselors, and 
administrators - to facilitate the education of elementary and secondary students.  The programs of the Education Department develop 

the skills required by the candidate to make appropriate decisions regarding the candidate’s personal and professional life, as well as 
knowledge in the content areas within the liberal arts traditions of the Jesuit University, resulting in the well-rounded, academic 

preparation of the candidate.  The rigor of the program produces a professional educator able to effectively perform the variety of roles 

expected by the contemporary school environment. 
     University of Scranton-Education Department 1993 v 

 

Code of Academic Honesty:  

 The Education Department honors the Academic Code of Honesty as set forth in 

the University of Scranton’s Policies Governing the University Community. 

(http://matrix.scranton.edu/student_handbook/policy_academic_code_honesty.html) 

 

Course Prerequisites: 

 EDUC 251 Development of the Early Learner 

 EDUC 252 Assessment in Early Childhood Education 

 EDUC 256 Family & Community Relations 

 

Course Description: 

 This course is designed to explore methods for integrating a primary curriculum 

to include social studies content, literature and language arts, as well as the expressive 

arts.  An integrated curriculum that invites children to become involved in a variety of 

creative activities and learning situations will be stressed. 

 

Required Texts/Readings: 

 Required: 

 Dodge, D.T., Colker, L.J., Heroman, C. (2002) The Creative Curriculum for 

Preschool, Fourth Edition.  Washington, D.C.: Teaching Strategies. 

 

   

 

 

 

http://matrix.scranton.edu/student_handbook/policy_academic_code_honesty.html


Course Objectives and Student Assessments: 

 

Course Objectives Unit PDE NAEYC Assessments 

1. demonstrate 

knowledge of 

appropriate learning 

environments for 

fostering the 

development of 

language, literacy, 

and creativity in 

children from birth 

through age 8. 

D3 II.B. 1.c In-class activities: 

~~ design a room arrangement 

for a preschool classroom 

~~ compare design to the room 

arrangement at Child Learning 

Center 

~~ discover appropriate outdoor 

environments and activities 

2. identify effective 

guidance principles 

and classroom 

management 

techniques for early 

childhood education. 

D3 I.D. 1.c. In-class activities: 

~~ explore the literature, 

teacher resource journals, and 

on-line resources finding 

effective guidance techniques; 

~~ share guidance techniques  

3. recognize the 

importance of 

scheduling and 

transitioning between 

activities in early 

childhood education. 

D3 II.B. 1.c. In-class activities:  

a. plan a daily schedule for 

infant/toddlers, preschool, 

kindergarten,  primary grades. 

b. share transitioning strategies 

c. literacy collection  

4. become aware of a 

variety of lesson 

planning strategies 

S1 II.C. 1.d. Lesson plans 

5. apply tenets of an 

emergent literacy 

perspective, including 

knowledge of the 

reading and writing 

processes, to 

curriculum planning. 

S1, 

D1 

II.C. 4.d. Lesson plans 

 

Integrated, thematic unit plan 

 

Literacy collection 

6. recognize the value of 

play in planning 

lesson activities 

S1, 

D1 

II.D. 4.d. Lesson plans 

Integrated thematic unit 

7. design instructional 

activities for 

enhancing language 

(listening, speaking, 

reading, and writing) 

creative arts, and 

social development in 

an integrated 

S1, 

D1 

II.C. 4.d. Lesson plans 

 

Integrated thematic unit 

In-class activities: 

Flannel-board activity 

Social Studies Learning Center 

Game or Movement Activity 



curriculum. 

8. recognize the 

importance of quality 

children's literature in 

the language 

development of 

young children. 

D2 II.C. 4.d. Flannel-board activity 

9. (D) apply principles 

of developmentally 

appropriate practice 

while maintaining an 

environment free of 

gender, race, age, 

ethnic, religious, and 

other biases. 

 II.C. 4.d. Lesson plans 

 

Integrated thematic unit 

Service Learning in an Early  

     Childhood setting 

 

10. recognize the range of 

administrative 

demands in early 

education centers, 

including facilities 

management, and 

budget development 

and administration. 

S4, 

D4 

II.E. 5. Service Learning in an Early    

     Childhood setting 

 

Director Interview 

11. use Service Learning 

and readings as a 

means to integrate 

and internalize course 

concepts and 

objectives. 

S1-

4, 

D1-

4 

I., 

II., 

III. 

4., 5. Service Learning in an Early  

     Childhood setting 

 

Service Learning Reflective 

Journal 

12. integrate tenets of 

Sustainability in 

lesson-planning for 

young children  

S1 

D1 

I, II 4.d Integrated thematic unit 

 

Lesson plans 

 

Dispositions: 
 Student dispositions are monitored in each course.  Students are advised to review 

the Professional Dispositions Policy outlined in the Education Department Student 

Handbook (http://academic.scranton.edu/department/education/handbooks.html). 

 

 

ADA Statement: 

It is the student’s responsibility to apply for accommodations under the 

Americans with Disabilities Act (ADA).  Students with disabilities, either permanent or 

temporary, or any other special circumstances which might affect their ability to perform 

in this class, must register with the Center for Teaching and Learning Excellence and 

provide relevant documentation. Students should contact Mary Ellen Pichiarello 

http://academic.scranton.edu/department/education/handbooks.html


(Extension 4039) or Jim Muniz (Extension 4218), 5th floor, St. Thomas Hall, for an 

appointment. 

 

 

Course Requirements/Expectations: 

 

Each participant must 

1. read chapters in text and additional articles as assigned.  Readings must be 

reflected in discussion board responses and Service Learning reflection 

papers. (20 pts.) 

2. dispositions are assessed by attendance at scheduled class sessions, display 

of appropriate professional demeanor, substantial response in Discussion 

Board topics, and active/enthusiastic participation in class discussions and 

activities (40 pts.).  

3. produce reports as specified in the Assignment Guidelines: 

a. Director’s Interview (35 pts.) 

b. Learning Environment Power-point (25 pts.) 

c. Literacy Collection (25 pts.) 

d. Integrated Thematic Unit (200 pts.) 

e. Service Learning with Field Notebook (100 pts.)  

 

Attendance/Participation Policy:  Attendance, and promptness, is expected at all class 

meetings.  Students are responsible for all material presented and announcements made 

during any class period.  Student disposition is closely monitored as outlined in the Non-

academic Behavior Standards found in the Education Department’s Student Handbook.   

Absences will lower the final grade for the course. 

 

Assignment Policy.  Unless previously arranged with the instructor, assignments are due 

on the date specified for full credit. 

Assignments must be typed, neat, well-organized, and articulate.  Students are 

advised to pay close attention to technical quality (spelling, punctuation, word usage, and 

sentence structure) in all written assignments. 

Handwritten assignments or communication must be neat and conform to Modern 

Manuscript or D’Nealian style of writing.  Mixing cursive letters with manuscript letters, 

and inappropriate use of capital letters is not acceptable. 

 

Angel.  Angel will be used throughout this course.  Students will find the syllabus on 

Angel, as well as announcements, course documents, assignment guidelines and rubrics.  

Students will utilize the Discussion Board on Angel to respond to weekly discussion 

questions.  Spontaneous homework assigned as an outcome of, or follow-up to, in-class 

discussions and/or activity may also appear on Angel.  Completion of spontaneous 

homework will be counted as part of the participation grade. 

 

Professional Courtesies.  Appropriate attire and professional demeanor is expected during 

all class sessions.  Ball caps will be removed prior to entering the classroom.  Food, 

drink, and chewing gum will be consumed outside of the classroom.  



 

Supply List.  Each student is expected to supply their own materials in the preparation of 

individual or group projects/assignments. 

 

 

Grading:  
 A = (95 – 100%)   C+ = (79 – 77%) 

 A- = (94 – 90%)   C = (76 – 73%) 

 B+ = (89 – 87%)   C- = (72 – 70%) 

 B = (86 – 83%)   D+  = (69 – 65%) 

 B-  = (82 – 80%)   D = (64 – 60%) 

 

 

Assignment Guidelines 

  

Director’s Interview (35pts) 

1. An interview will be arranged with the Director/Administrator of the Child 

Learning site. 

2. Using the Director Interview Sheet (in Angel Resources), content from related 

professional literature, and our class discussion, develop five (5) questions to ask 

in the Director’s Interview.  Be sure to include at least one question regarding the 

Sustainability efforts the Director uses at the site. 

3. Write a summary of your interview:  (a) provide informational background on the 

Director as well as the Child Learning site; (b) identify the questions you asked 

and the responses you received; (c) ground your questions from professional 

literature.  

4. Write a reflective conclusion of what you learned in the interview:  (a) evaluate 

how you have a clearer perception of the range of administrative demands in early 

childhood centers, especially in facilities management, budget development and 

administration; and, (b) what did you discover from the interview that will 

prepare you to be a Director of an Early Learning Center? 

5. Length:  3-5 pages 

 Typed, double-spaced, 12-pitch font, technical quality counts! 

Due: Sep 17 

 

Learning Environments – Indoors & Outdoors.ppt (25pts) 

1. Design a Power-Point presentation of at least 10 slides showing various indoor 

and outdoor Early Care & Education environments. 

2. Describe each slide, giving reason for including the slide in the presentation. 

3. Provide justification from the professional literature for the quality of the setting. 

4. Evaluate the level of Sustainable efforts in the environment. 

5. Share the Power-Point with the class. 

 Due: Sep 19 

   

 

 



Literacy Collection (25pts) 

1. Develop a collection of poems/songs/finger-plays to promote literacy learning in 

early childhood, introduce lessons to children, and facilitate transitions.  Submit 

each entry on an individually, either on an index card and stored in a plastic box, 

or in plastic protector sheets in a spiral notebook. 

2. Select five (5) finger-plays from your collection to teach to the class.  Although 

old favorites are nice to revisit, students are encouraged to introduce a variety of 

new and old finger-plays to classmates. 

3. Students are encouraged to have enough copies of the finger-plays they are 

presenting to share with the class. 

Due: Oct 10 

  

Thematic Unit (200pts) 

1. Create an integrated thematic unit consisting of at least five (5) lessons.   

2. Each area of the curriculum is to be represented in the lessons, i.e., math, science, 

health/safety, language/literacy, social studies, expressive arts. 

3. The following activities will be used in at least one of the lessons: flannel-board, 

learning center, music/movement, art, collaborative learning groups, finger-plays, 

children’s literature, games, other.   

4. Lesson plans will include at least one Sustainability concept. 

5. The first lesson plan will be assessed through individual consultation with the 

instructor. 

Two lesson plans will be peer-assessed.  

Two lesson plans will be taught to children at the Child Learning Site, and 

assessed through individual consultation with the cooperating teacher or 

instructor. 

5.   A sample unit and list of required components will be provided in class. 

6. Due: Topic & Knowledge Goals  Sep 19 

  LP#1 In consultation with instructor Oct 3 

  LP#2 Language/literacy focus Oct 17 

  LP#3 Social Studies focus  Nov 14 

LP#4 Expressive Arts focus  Dec 3 

LP#5 & Thematic Unit due  Dec 10 

 

Service Learning with Field Notebook (100pts)  

1. Have current Child Abuse, Criminal Record, and Fingerprint Clearances. 

2. Register your Service Learning Contract online by Sep 16.  

3. The total amount of participation hours will be at least 10.  The class will meet at 

the Child Learning Center throughout the semester totally at least 5 hours.  

Students will participate an additional 5 hours at various times during the day on 

their own schedule.  In order for students to participate at the Center at various 

times, site visits should be for no more than 2 hours a week for 3-5 weeks. 

4. At the beginning of each site observation/participation, complete the top portion 

of the Site Participation Form (SPF).  Identify a guiding question/objective that 

sets the tone of your site visit. At the end of each visit, and while still at the early 



learning site, complete the middle portion of the SPF by writing 2-3 notes of your 

activity during the visit, then, have your cooperating teacher sign the SPF.   

5. After the site observation/participation, as you contemplate your visit, write a 

reflection of the site experience:  A) Respond to your guiding question: was it 

answered? will you carry it forward to your next site visit? will it be the same 

question/objective, only modified based on this site experience? what will be your 

guiding question/objective for your next visit?  B) Reflect: Think about what you 

observed/learned during this site visit.  How does it lift/extend your professional 

development as an early childhood educator?  What do you see differently 

now because of this site visit?  What in this site visit reaffirmed an existing 

belief?  What did you observe during this site visit that is reflective of your 

readings or discussion with classmates?     

6. Submit each form to the instructor at the next class meeting. 

7. Final site visit:  Nov 30; Final Site Participation Form due Dec 3. 

 

Field Notebook:  The Field Notebook is a journal, or portfolio, of your site experience.  It 

contains (a) SPFs that were submitted to the instructor and returned to you showing the 

instructor's documentation of hours completed, and (b) your professional development 

reflection. 

 

Your professional development reflection is the culminating assessment of your site 

experience.  As teacher/decision-maker, explain the logic of your guiding questions.  

Share highlights of your experiences at the site.  How are these reflective of the 

course readings and class discussions/activities?  How did this experience prepare you to 

be an Early Childhood Educator? 

Due: December 5 

 

 



Class Schedule 

 

Date   Topic       Assignment 

August 27/29  ECE Models; Career Ladder    PAKeys WS 

   Administration of Early Learning Centers:  Ch1 

   ~ organization/budget/facilities management  WebQuest  

 

September 5-12 ECE Environment: indoors & out   Ch 2(62-76) 

Ch 16 

          DB 

   

September 17-26 ECE Curriculum: PA/National Standards  Ch 3  

   thematic units, projects, lesson planning  Ch 4(166-169) 

          Ch 4(199-209) 

          DB 

          Sep 17: DI 

          Sep 19: LE & 

                      Tp/KG 

            

October 1/3  Developmentally Appropriate Practices & Play Ch 8, 12 

DB 

LP#1: Oct 3  

 

October 8-17  Language /Literacy: emergent literacy,  Ch 10 

   Reading/writing, PreK, bilingual/ESL,  LC: Oct 10 

cdn’s lit, poems/songs/fingerplays, flannelboard  

        

   October 15 > Fall Break 

       LP#2: Oct 17 

 

October 22/31  Classroom Management: guidance,   Ch 2(82-123) 

   transitions, routines, scheduling    

             

November 5-19 Social Studies in the ECE Curriculum  Ch 6    

          Ch 7(271-281) 

LP#3: Nov 14  

 

   Thanksgiving Break, November 22    

 

November 26 - Expressive Arts: Music & movement   Ch 13 

December 5  ~ listening/singing/dancing, instruments, activities Ch 9  

Expressive Arts: Art     Dec 5: FN 

   ~ development, appreciation, activities  Dec 3: LP#4 

   Expressive Arts: Creative Drama   Ch 7(281-293)  

   ~ environment, curriculum, puppets    

 



December 10  Final Class      LP#5 & Unit 
 

(The instructor reserves the right to modify the course schedule according to the needs of the class.) 

 

 

Key: 

PPT  Learning Environment – Indoors & Outdoors Power-Point 

 

LC  Literacy Collection 

 

DB  Discussion Board topic 

 

DI  Director’s Interview 

 

LP  Lesson Plan 

 

SL  Service Learning 

 

CLL  Class Meetings at Hildebrandt Child Learning Center, Montage 
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Koster, J.B. (2005) Growing Artists: Teaching Art to Young Children, 3
rd

 Ed. 
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Theme Editions in Young Children, the Journal of the National Association for the 

Education of Young Children (NAEYC): 

  

Exploring the Creative Arts with Young Children. Young Children, 59(4), July 
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University of Scranton 
Education Department 

 
Departmental Course Syllabus 

 
EDUC 354 Integrated Methods: ECE Math, Science & Health 

Spring 2008 
 
Class Day, Time: M-W, 3:00-4:40PM Instructor: Dr. Gloria Tansits Wenze 
Location: MGH 118    Office & phone: 570-941-6124 
Credit Value: 3    Office hours: M-W  2:00-2:45  

4:45-5:30PM 
E-mail: wenzeg2@scranton.edu 

 
The PROFESSIONAL EDUCATOR AS SCHOLAR/DECISION-MAKER is a model developed by the Education 
Department of the University of Scranton to describe their philosophy and practice regarding the preparation of 
professionals - teachers, counselors, and administrators - to facilitate the education of elementary and secondary 
students.  The programs of the Education Department develop the skills required by the candidate to make appropriate 
decisions regarding the candidate’s personal and professional life, as well as knowledge in the content areas within the 
liberal arts traditions of the Jesuit University, resulting in the well-rounded, academic preparation of the candidate.  The 
rigor of the program produces a professional educator able to effectively perform the variety of roles expected by the 
contemporary school environment. 
     University of Scranton-Education Department 1993 v 

 
Code of Academic Honesty:  
 The Education Department honors the Academic Code of Honesty as set 
forth in the University of Scranton’s Policies Governing the University 
Community. 
(http://matrix.scranton.edu/student_handbook/policy_academic_code_honesty.ht
ml) 
 
Course Prerequisites: 
 EDUC 251; pre- or co-requisites EDUC 252 and EDUC 256 
 
Course Description: 

This course provides instructional strategies necessary for instructional 
sequences which integrate mathematics, science, and health content and 
experiences for young learners in early childhood settings. 
 
Required Texts/Readings: 
 Dodge, D.T., Colker, L.J., & Heroman, C. (2002). The Creative Curriculum 
for Preschool, 4th Edition. Washington, D.C.: Teaching Strategies, Inc.   
 
Course Objectives and Student Assessments: 

Course Objectives Unit PDE NAEYC Assessments 

Connecting with children 
and families 
     Know, understand, and use 
positive relationships and 
supportive interactions as the 

S4 
D4 

 4a ~ Bulletin Board 
~ Site experience 
~ Reflective journal 

http://matrix.scranton.edu/student_handbook/policy_academic_code_honesty.html
http://matrix.scranton.edu/student_handbook/policy_academic_code_honesty.html


foundation for work with young 
children 

Using developmentally 
effective approaches 
     Know, understand, and use 
a wide array of appropriate, 
effective approaches and 
strategies to support young 
children’s development and 
learning 

S3 
D3 

 4b ~ Learning center 
~ Lesson plans 
~ Integrated thematic unit 
~ Site experience 
~ Reflective journal 

Understand content 
knowledge in early 
education  
     Understand the importance 
of each content area in young 
children’s learning. 
     Know essential concepts, 
inquiry tools, and structure of 
content areas including 
academic subjects and can 
identify resources to deepen 
own understanding 

  

S1 
D1 

 4c ~ Graphic organizer of 
mathematics concepts 
~ Mathematics learning 
center 
~ Cooking recipe 
~ Science/Health 
experiment 
~ Science/Health learning 
center 
~ Lesson plans 
~ Integrated thematic unit 
~ Site experience 
~ Reflective journal  

Building meaningful 
curriculum  
     Use own knowledge and 
other resources to design, 
implement, and evaluate 
meaningful, challenging 
curriculum that promotes 
comprehensive developmental 
and learning outcomes for all 
young children 

S1,2 
D1,2 

 4d ~ Lesson plans 
~ Integrated thematic unit 
~ Site experience 
~ Reflective journal 

 
Dispositions: 
 Student dispositions are monitored in each course.  Students are advised 
to review the Professional Dispositions Policy outlined in the Education 
Department Student Handbook 
(http://academic.scranton.edu/department/education/handbooks.html). 
 
ADA Statement: 

It is the student’s responsibility to apply for accommodations under the 
Americans with Disabilities Act (ADA).  Students with disabilities, either 
permanent or temporary, or any other special circumstances which might affect 
their ability to perform in this class, are strongly advised, if they have not already 
done so, to notify the Office of Equity and Diversity, AMH 126, at 941-6645 to 
facilitate accommodations. 
  
 

http://academic.scranton.edu/department/education/handbooks.html


Course Requirements/Expectations: 
 
The student will: 
 

1. attend class and participate in class discussions/activities 
2. complete readings and assignments prior to the assigned date 
3. complete assignments as listed, here, and outlined in Assignment 

Guidelines 
~ Parent Information Bulletin Board  5 pts. 
~ Integrated Thematic Unit   30 pts. 
~ Reflective Journal (4 at 5 pts/each)  20 pts. 
~ Cooking Activity/Recipe   5 pts. 
~ Math Learning Center   5 pts. 
~ Science/Health Experiment   5 pts. 
~ Integrated Learning Center   30 pts. 
     TOTAL 100 pts. 
 

Adherence to the Dispositions Policy accounts for 10% of the overall final grade. 
 
Attendance:  “Pride and Professionalism” is the mantra for this course!  
Therefore, prompt attendance to class is expected.  Understanding that ‘life 
happens,’ you are permitted two absences.  It is recommended that you save 
them for emergencies.  If a pattern of non-attendance becomes apparent, then 
one point will be deducted from the final grade for each additional miss beyond 
the two permitted. 
 Students are responsible for any announcements or explanations made in 
class and any materials distributed during class.   
 
Assignment Expectations:  Any product you submit in fulfillment of an assignment 
is expected to be your best professional work.  Thoroughness and reflection is 
held in high regard.  Shabbiness, or writing/doing anything just to get by, is 
unacceptable.  Students are reminded that this is teacher training; therefore, 
think of each assignment as something that you, as teacher, are submitting to 
your administrator or parents.  Keep the best interest of children and families in 
mind as you are completing each assignment.  
 Assignments must be typed and double-spaced, neat, well-organized, and 
articulate.  Students are advised to pay close attention to the detail of technical 
quality (spelling, punctuation, work usage, and sentence structure) in all written 
assignments. 
  
Angel.  Angel is used throughout this course.  Angel contains the course 
syllabus, announcements, course documents, chat room, selected readings, and 
links to Internet sites.   
 
 
 



Grading: 
94 – 100 pts. = A    77 – 79 pts. = C+ 
90 – 93 pts.   = A-   74 – 76 pts. = C 
87 – 89 pts.  = B+   70 – 73 pts. = C- 
84 – 86 pts.  = B    65 – 69 pts = D 
80 – 83 pts.  = B-    64 pts., and below = F 

  
  
 



Class Schedule: 
  

Date Topic Assignment Due 

Wed., 1-30-08 Intro, Review syllabus 
4a. Connecting with Children, Ch 1 

Read Ch 1 

Mon., 2-4-08 4a. Connecting with Families, Ch 5 
4a. Building caring responsive 
relationships 

Read Ch 5 

Wed., 2-6-08 4b. “Core Approaches” & Thematic units 
4d. Lesson Planning: Including 
adaptations, assessments 

Due: Parent 
Information 
Bulletin Board 

Mon., 2-11-08 4d. Assessing Available Resources: 
Learning Environment & Materials 
Preparing the Environment for Science, 
Math, Technology, & Health 
4b: The Teacher’s Role in “Intentional 
Teaching” 

Due: Integrated 
Thematic Unit 
Topic, 
Knowledge 
Goals, & 
Curriculum Web 
 
Read Ch 2, 4, 8 

Wed., 2-13-08 4b: “Core Approaches” & Learning 
Centers 
4c: Process of Inquiry in Math, Science & 
Technology 

Read Ch 3, 6 

Mon., 2-18-08 4c: Safety, Health, & Nutrition in Early 
Education: A Holistic Environmental 
Approach 

Due: Lesson Plan 
#1 
Read Ch 11 

Wed., 2-20-08 4b: “Core Approaches” & Project 
Approach 
4c: Content Knowledge – Mathematics 
(NCTM 6 “Themes”) 

Due: Reflective 
Journal #1 

Mon., 2-25-08 Teach Lesson #1 in EC Center  

Wed., 2-27-08 4b: Keeping “Play” in the Curriculum 
4c: Fundamental Concepts & Skills in 
Math, Science & Technology 
4c: Creating Safe Environments in ECE 

Due: Lesson #1 
Self-Evaluation  
 
Read Ch 15 

Mon., 3-3-08 4b: The Role of Language in Math & 
Science 
4c: Mathematics (NCTM 5 content areas) 
4c: Emergency Response Procedures in 
ECE 

 

Wed., 3-5-08 4b: Learning Games 
4c: Mathematics (NCTM 5 process areas) 
4c: Basic Nutrition in EC Environments 

Due: Lesson Plan 
#2 

Mon., 3-10-08 4c: Applying Fundamental Concepts, 
Attitudes, and Skills in Science, Math & 
Technology 

Due: Reflective 
Journal #2 
 



4c: Menu Planning & Food Safety in EC 
Environments 

Read Ch 14 

Wed., 3-12-08 Teach Lesson #2 in EC Center  

 3/15 – 3/25 -- Spring Break  

Wed., 3-26-08 Making the curriculum work for the 
English Language Learner 

Due: Lesson #2 
Self-Evaluation 

Mon., 3-31-08 4c: Promoting Good Health in EC 
Environments 
Present: Cooking Activity/Recipe 

Due: Cooking 
Activity/Recipe 

Wed., 4-2-08 4c: Preventing Illness in EC 
Environments 
4c: Number Sense in Math 
4c: Science, Math & Technology: Socially 
Shared Learning 

 

Mon., 4-7-08 Present: Math Concept Activity 
4c. Classifying, Comparing, Contrasting 
4c: Supportive Health Care in ECE 

Due: Math 
Concept Activity 

Wed., 4-9-08 4c: Exploring Math in Shape, Space, 
Time 
4c: Hypothesizing and Generalizing 
4c: Identifying Communicable Diseases 

Due: Lesson Plan 
#3 

Mon., 4-14-08 Teach Lesson #3 in EC Center  

Wed., 4-16-08 4c: Communicating Results 
4c: Math Concepts for Primary Grades 
4c: Child Maltreatment 

Due: Reflective 
Journal #3 

Mon., 4-21-08 4c: Exploring Physical Science 
4c: The Effects of Poverty on Young 
Children 

Due: Lesson #3 
Self-Evaluation 

Wed., 4-23-08 Present Science & Health Experiment  

Mon., 4-28-08  4c: Exploring Earth Science 
4c: Sustainability Education for Young 
Children 

Due: Completed 
Unit & Bulletin 
Board Sketch 

Wed., 4-30-08 4c: Exploring Life Science -- Plants 
4c: Exploring Life science -- Animals 

 

Mon., 5-5-08 4c: Health: Physical Activity 
4c: Health: Physical Education 

Reflective 
Journal #4 Due 

Wed., 5-7-08 Integrated Learning Center Due  

 
The instructor reserves the right to modify the class schedule according to the 
progress of the class. 
 
 
 
 
 
 



Bibliography/Expanded Readings: 
  
Charlesworth, R., & Lind, K.K. (2007). Math & Science for Young Children, 5th 
Edition. Clifton Park, NY: Thomson Delmar Learning. 
 
Epstein, A. S. (2007). The Intentional Teacher: Choosing the Best Strategies for 
Young Children’s Learning.  Washington, DC: NAEYC. 
 
Helm, J. H. & Beneke, S. (Eds.) (2003). The Power of Projects: Meeting 
Contemporary Challenges in Early Childhood Classrooms – Strategies & 
Solutions. Washington, DC: Teachers College Press. 
 
McDermott, D. (2008). Developing Caring Relationships Among Parents, 
Children, Schools, and Communities. Thousand Oaks, CA: Sage Publications, 
Inc. 
 
Prairie, A. P. (2005). Inquiry into Math, Science, and Technology for Teaching 
Young Children. Clifton Park, NY: Thomson Delmar Learning. 
 
Robertson, C. (2007). Safety, Nutrition, & Health in Early Education, 3rd Ed. 
Clifton Park, NY: Thomson Delmar Learning. 



Assignment Guidelines 
 

 
1. Parent Information Bulletin Board: Due 6 February   5 pts. 

~ Bring in a sketch of a bulletin board that you would have on display in 
your classroom for parent information. 
~ The bulletin board should have on it 5-6 items that you deem are 
important for parents to know. 
~ Support your design with multiple sources of relevant theory & research. 
~ Present your bulletin board to the class. 

 
2. Integrated Thematic Unit: Due 2/11, 2/18, 3/5, 4/9, 4/28  30pts 

~ Using any children’s science theme of your choice, create 3 lesson 
plans to use in a specified early childhood grade level. 
~ The topic, knowledge goals, and curriculum web are due first: 2/11. 
~ Lesson plans are due on 2/18, 3/5, and 4/9.  Each teacher will teach her 
lesson to a small group of children at Hildebrandt Learning Center.  Post 
lesson self-evaluations will be submitted along with the completed lesson 
plan and the cooperating teacher’s observation.  The self-evaluation will 
be a one-page reflection that responds to these questions: What were 
your strengths? What are your areas of improvement? How did the 
children respond? Would you do anything differently next time? 
~ You need to include an interactive bulletin board sketch for your theme.  
The sketch and completed unit is due on 4/28. 
~ Support the content knowledge and your professional knowledge with 
relevant theory and research from multiple sources, print and non-print, 
including professional journals. 
~ Present your integrated thematic unit to the class. 

 
3. Reflective Journals: Due 2/20, 3/10, 4/16, 5/5  4X5pts. = 20pts.   

~ Reflective journaling will be competed in response to questions given in 
class about discussions in class. 
~ Support your input with evidence of one extra reading of relevant theory 
and research from professional journals. 
~ If handwritten, journal entries must be neat, legible, and comport to 
modern manuscript or D’Nealian style of handwriting. 

 
4. Cooking Activity/Recipe: Due 3/31     5 pts. 

~ Bring in 2 recipe ideas to be used in an early childhood setting that 
involves food or household ingredients/supplies. 

 ~ Type directions and make copies for your peers and instructor. 
 ~ Explain your recipes in class and do a demonstration of one recipe. 
 
 
 
 



5. Mathematics Concept Activity: Due 4/7    5 pts. 
~ Prepare a hands-on math activity to be used at circle time or as an 
independent shelf activity. 

   ~ Directions and games will be handed in for credit. 
 ~ Present your math activity in class. 
 
6. Science/Health Experiment: Due 4/23     5 pts. 

~ Bring in 2 hands-on experiments to used at circle time or as an 
independent shelf activity related to any early childhood science or health 
topic. 
~ Type directions and make copies for your peers and instructor. 
~ Present your experiments in class and do one experiment in class. 

 
7. Integrated Science/Math/Health/Technology Learning Center 30pts. 

~ Using any children’s science/health theme of your choice, create 6-8 
learning center activities to use in a specified early childhood grade level.  
They need to be integrated throughout your curriculum.  You can make file 
folder games, matching games, vocabulary development games, math 
skill practice games…..  
~ Your center needs to include 2-3 props, artifacts, or items related to the 
theme.  (Examples include a fire hat, a badge, and a stuffed fire dog for a 
center on Fire Prevention and Safety.) 
~ You can include inexpensive store-bought games and props if you 
choose, but the majority of them need to be homemade.  You don’t need 
to purchase anything for this project, be resourceful! 
~ You need to include a tri-fold board or homemade poster for the 
background.  It needs to include facts related to the concepts/theme. 
~ All activities need to be in a plastic container or basket so the pieces 
don’t get lost or mixed up.  (Please do not put learning games in plastic 
bags; use things you find around the house like small baskets, boxes, or 
plastic containers.) 
~ Present your project in class.  Type a list of activities to submit.  Support 
the content knowledge of your knowledge goals and your own 
professional knowledge with relevant theory and research from multiple 
sources. 

  
 
 


